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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-63, drawn to a method of making an interior rearvlew mirror 
assembly, classified in class 359, subclass 900. 

II. Claims 64-96, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly, classified in 
class 359, subclass 879. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the interior rearview mirror assembly can be 
made by injection molding. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

If the Applicant elects Group I, then a further restriction to one of the following 
inventions is required: 
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a. Claims 2-4, 22-24, 61-63, drawn to a method of making an interior 
rearview mirror assembly with thickness specifics, classified in class 359, 
subclass 879+. 

b. Claims 5, 25, 42, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 
assembly with plate frame specifics, classified in dass 359, subclass 
879+. 

c. Claims 6, 26, 60 drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 
assembly with pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

d. Claims 7, 8, 27, 28, 45, 46, drawn to a method of making an interior 
rearview mirror assembly with cover specifics, classified in class 359, 
subclass 879+. 

e. Claims 9, 10, 29, 30, 43, 44, 47, 48, drawn to a method of making an 
interior rearview mirror assembly with integral pivot ball and plate frame 
specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

f. Claims 1 1 , 12, 31 , 32, 49, 50, drawn to a method of making an interior 
rearview mirror assembly with integral pivot ball, stem, plate frame 
specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

g. Claims 13, 14, 33, 34, 52, 53, drawn to a method of nnaking an interior 
rearview mirror assembly with bezel specifics, classified in class 359, 
subclass 879+. 
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h. Claims 15, 16, 35, 36, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview 
mirror assembly with integral pivot ball and mount specifics, classified in 
class 359, subclass 879+. 

i. Claims 17, 37, 56, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 
assembly with circuit board specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 
879+. 

j. Claims 19, 20, 39, 40, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview 
mirror assembly with sleeve specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 
879+. 

k. Claims 54, 55, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 

assembly with integral pivot ball, mount and cover specifics, classified in 

class 359, subclass 879+. 
I. Claims 58, 59, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 

assembly with 1^' and 2""* pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, 

subclass 879+. 

m. Claims 18, 38, 57, drawn to a method of making an interior rearview mirror 

assembly with spacing of pivot ball and plate frame specifics, classified in 

class 359, subclass 879+. 
Note: Claims 21 and 51 are not considered to be patentably distinct from any of 

the inventions a-m and will be examined with an elected Invention of 

Group I. 
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4. Inventions a-m are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, claims 2-4, 22-24 and 61-63 evidence that 
the combination does not rely on the details of inventions b-m for patentability; claims 5, 
25 and 42 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a and 
c-m for patentability; claims 6, 26 and 60 evidence that the combination does not rely on 
the details of inventions a, b and d-m for patentability; claims 7, 8, 27, 28, 45, 46 
evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-c and e-m for 
patentability; claims 9, 10, 29, 30, 43, 44, 47, 48 evidence that the combination does not 
rely on the details of inventions a-d and f-m for patentability; claims 1 1, 12, 31, 32, 49, 
50 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-e and g-m 
for patentability; claims 13, 14, 33, 34, 52, 53 evidence that the combination does not 
rely on the details of inventions a-f and h-m for patentability; claims 1 5, 1 6, 35, 36 
evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-g and i-m for 
patentability; claims 17, 37, 56 evidence that the combination does not rely on the 
details of inventions l-h and I-m for patentability; claims 19, 20, 39, 40 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-k and m for patentability; claims 
54, 55 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-j and I- 
m for patentability; claims 58, 59 evidence that the combination does not rely on the 
details of inventions a-k and m for patentability; claims 18, 38, 57 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-l for patentability. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 
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5. Claims 1 and 41 linl<(s) inventions a-m of Group I. Tfie restriction requirement 
among the linked inventions is subject to the nonallowance of the linking claim(s), 
claims 1 and 41 . Upon the allowance of the linking claim(s), the restriction requirement 
as to the linked inventions shall be withdrawn and any claim(s) depending from or 
otherwise including all the limitations of the allowable linking clalm(s) will be entitled to 
examination in the instant application. Applicant(s) are advised that if any such claim(s) 
depending from or including all the limitations of the allowable linking claim(s) Is/are 
presented in a continuation or divisional application, the claims of the continuation or 
divisional application may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory double 
patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. Where a restriction 
requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no longer applicable. In 
re Ziegler, 44 F.2d 121 1, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 (CCPA 1971). See also MPEP 
§804.01. 

If the Applicant elects Group II, then a further restriction to one of the following 
inventions is required: 

a. Claims 65, 84, 85, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with plate 
frame and pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

b. Claim 66, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with pivot ball 
specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

c. Claims 67, 68, 90, 91 drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with 
mount and pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 
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d. Claims 69-73, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with cover 
specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

e. Claims 75, 76, drawn to an interior rearview min^or assembly with stem 
and pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

f. Claim 77, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with stem 
specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

g. Claims 79, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with pivot ball, 
plate frame and mount specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

h. Claims 80, 81 , 82 drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with plate 
frame and cover specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

i. Claim 83, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with mount and 
plate frame specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 

j. Claim 86, 87 drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with pivot ball, 

stem and plate frame specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 
k. Claims 88, 89, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with bezel 

specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 
I. Claim 92, drawn an interior rearview mirror assembly with spacing of pivot 

ball and plate frame specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 
m. Claims 93-95, drawn to an interior rearview mirror assembly with first and 

second pivot ball specifics, classified in class 359, subclass 879+. 
6. Inventions a - m are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
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shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, claims 65, 84, 85 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions b-m for patentability; claim 66 
evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a and c-m for 
patentability; claims 67, 68, 90, 91 evidence that the combination does not rely on the 
details of inventions a, b and d-m for patentability; claims 69-73 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-c and e-m for patentability; 
claims 75, 76 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a- 
d and f-m for patentability; claim 77 evidence that the combination does not rely on the 
details of inventions a-e and g-m for patentability; claim 79 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-f and h-m for patentability; 
claims 80, 81, 82 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of 
inventions a-g and i-m for patentability; claim 83 evidence that the combination does not 
rely on the details of inventions a-h and j-m for patentability; claims 86, 87 evidence that 
the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-i and k-m for patentability; 
claims 88, 89 evidence that the combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-j 
and I-m for patentability; claim 92 evidence that the combination does not rely on the 
details of inventions a-k and m for patentability; claims 93-95 evidence that the 
combination does not rely on the details of inventions a-l for patentability. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 

7. Claims 64, 74, 78 and 96 link(s) inventions a-m of Group II. The restriction 
requirement among the linked inventions is subject to the nonallowance of the linking 
claim(s), claims 64, 74, 78 and 96. Upon the allowance of the linking claim(s), the 
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restriction requirement as to the linked inventions shall be withdrawn and any claim(s) 
depending from or otherwise including all the limitations of the allowable linking claim(s) 
will be entitled to examination in the instant application. Applicant(s) are advised that if 
any such claim(s) depending from or including all the limitations of the allowable linking 
claim(s) is/are presented in a continuation or divisional application, the claims of the 
continuation or divisional application may be subject to provisional statutory and/or 
nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 
Where a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no 
longer applicable. In re Ziegler, 44 F.2d 121 1, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 (CCPA 
1971). See also MPEP§ 804.01. 

8. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

9. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

10. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) If one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
rennaining in the application. Any amendment of Inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning tills communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alessandro V. Amari whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2306. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-2312. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

avaa(/i5[ 

02 November 2005 





